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East Hanney and West Hanney  
Annual Parish Meetings 

Wednesday 26th April 2023 at 7:30pm 

 
In attendance: 
East Hanney Parish Council: Cllr McKechnie, Cllr Green, Cllr Dennill, Cllr Reed, Cllr Aram, Wendy Bates 
(Clerk) 
West Hanney Parish Council: Cllr Corps, Cllr Brettell, Cllr Garner, Cllr Packham, Barbara Martin (Clerk)  
27 members of public 
 
1) Apologies – Cllr Kirk, Cllr Gowen, Cllr Wilkinson 
2) Approval of the Minutes of the East Hanney Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th May 2022  

a) Minutes approved. 
3) Matters Arising from the aforementioned minutes 

a) None 
4) Report from Chairman of EHPC 
Good evening and thank you for coming. This evening is a first, it’s a joint meeting of both East and 
West as so many issues are not confined to the Parish boundary. Indeed the work of the EH 
councillors this year is to the benefit of both Parishes. 
 
This evening is not a formal Council meeting it’s an opportunity for any resident group or body to 
informally report and talk to Councillors on issues that affect them. Because of time issues at the next 
AGM we will hear presentations from each councillor. 
 
Before I summarise our year, I would like to congratulate all councillors from both East and West in 
winning through in their hard fought elections, now I take that as a sign as you’re all doing a bloody 
good job. 
 
Last year I spoke about our plans for a new playscape; that was completed successfully so thank you 
to David for assisting in the tender document, to Rosie, Wendy and Rich for guiding and completing 
the project. I have recently signed the S106 agreement that will now fund a very large piece useable 
art in the centre of the playscape, Rosie is currently talking to the school so there will be input on 
many of the inbuilt features. 
 
Last year I also talked about our plans to build a MUGA and extend the car park, as you all know 
they’re both underway so thank you to Paul for getting this off the ground with both the frustrations 
of planning and then through the tender process. Thank you to Wendy for negotiating her way 
around the massive price hike that we were presented with. 
 
Preparation for a new pitch within Kings Leases is underway and seeding will take place shortly, this 
will then allow space for both informal football and rugby pitches. 
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Now some parishes have completely banned dogs from their sports fields, we however together with 
WH have tried to persuade owners to exercise their dogs only on leads but they are free to roam on 
all of Kings Leases. We did receive resistance, but these restrictions have been in place for many 
years. We have, however, previously turned a blind eye but requests from all user groups of the fields 
meant that we had to try something to reduce the increasing mounds of dog poo without bringing in 
new restrictions. 
 
The next big project is a new sports pavilion of which our budget is already 75% funded, we will be 
accepting designs and putting in for planning later this year. 
 
Holmes’ Garden has received a long overdue make over, the new talking bench will be installed any 
day making it once again a peaceful relaxing place to sit and a fitting tribute to one of the villages big 
characters. Thank you to both Garth and Dickon for heading this up. 
 
The final go ahead was received for both the 20mph zones throughout the village and for the first 
time on the A338 despite objections from the bus company. Plans for parking restrictions along 
school road from the Hall into West Hanney are currently in the the last throws of Highways 
consultation and should be finished within weeks. With these waiting restrictions, the 20mph zone 
and the extended car park we hope that going to school will be safer and the frustrations of affected 
motorists will be significantly reduced. Dickon has headed this up so once again it’s a big thank you to 
him and to Sally Povolotsky for lobbying the County on our behalf. Of course both were also 
instrumental and after many years of pushing to finally getting the pedestrian crossing on the 338. 
 
We will be putting in a fitness trail within Kings Leases this will allow all age groups to make their 
walks slightly more challenging, and if that gets too much we have already installed 3 new benches in 
the village in the year and 4 more will be added. 
 
The last year saw the jubilee celebrations and this the coronation, so thank you to Rosie and her 
opposite number in the West for all their planning, organising and monitoring. 
 
Village wide flooding and property damage was averted so thank you Clive Manville and all the 
volunteers in the flood group. Once again we should all be very grateful of their continual 
maintenance of both Brook and gullies throughout the village. Because of this flooding this year was 
restricted to, but nonetheless closing, the main roads through the village. Under the watchful eye of 
the LBP we will, with again massive help from the FG be rebuilding the banks downstream of the Iron 
Bridge with tons of spoil from the MUGA. In the next few weeks more spoil will be used to create a 
bund north of the playground to allow viewing of both the sports pitches and the play area. Thanks to 
Garth for keeping on top of this. 
 
The huge 400 page Neighbourhood Plan is currently under the district consultation. Having been 
copied into every email I have seen first hand how much work David has put in, he’s in Costa Rica 
right now and deserves everyday of his holiday. 
 
This year Bob Wilson finally hung up his litter picker, the PC are extremely grateful to him for all his 
years organising this. Paul organised this years pick and reported that there was less this year than in 
previous years so hopefully a trend that will continue. 
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It has been the ambition of the current Council to take ownership of all pos in new developments. 
This is because of the historic dissatisfaction and costs associated with the imposed Management 
Groups from new residents. This year I am pleased to report that I signed the S106 agreement to take 
ownership and the maintenance obligations of the pos in Rosie B’s. We in turn will receive in excess 
of £234,000 to go towards its future management. This in no way helps the residents of Anderson’s 
place who are still suffering under their second Management Group but with the help of Sally 
Povolovsky we are attempting to take this. 
 
There are still significant challenges to our parishes, the proposed digester, the reservoir where we 
take the costs and others benefit and the emerging Local Plan. Currently the LP shows landowners 
putting forward sites for potentially one thousand new houses with no infrastructure improvements. 
With the reservoir and digester both are being opposed at local, district and county levels as there 
are just too many unanswered questions that potentially has devastating effects on future 
generations of these parishes. 
 
Thank you to Jim for the Hanney News. To all the EH Councillors thank you so much for working so 
hard and achieving more this year than in the last 50 or since the building of the Hall. 
 
Finally I must say thank you to Wendy who guides us through the frustrations and legalities that we 
are under. I personally am extremely grateful for her work and counsel. 
 
5) Approval of the Minutes of the West Hanney Annual Parish Meeting held on 6th September 2022 

a) Minutes approved. 
 

6) Matters Arising from the aforementioned minutes 
a) None. 

 
7) Report from Chairman of WHPC 

I would also like to join Steve in welcoming you to this Joint Annual Parish Meeting. 
Perhaps this is the first time East Hanney and West Hanney have held their Annual Parish 
Meetings together?  It certainly makes sense as many of our community facilities, activities, 
clubs, and societies are shared by residents of East Hanney and West Hanney and many of the 
challenges we face jointly affect East Hanney and West Hanney. 
At our last Annual Parish Meeting in September, we reviewed our Neighbourhood Plan a year 
after it had been made.  At that time, we did not envisage the 2 large planning applications that 
have now been submitted that will have a potential adverse impact on our rural communities. 
The anaerobic digestion facility at Bradfield Grove with its 2 large digestate lagoons situated in 
the Parish of West Hanney and Manor Solar Farm on the edge of Denchworth but located in 
Parish of West Hanney.  Our Neighbourhood Plan seeks in part to protect our rural community 
and rural environment, it will be interesting to see what weight our Neighbourhood Plan carries 
in the planning process. 
West Hanney Parish Council strongly objected to the application for the anaerobic digestion 
facility and a substantial number of objections were submitted by residents, including 162 
signatories to a community objection.  The application is under consideration by VWHDC 
planning department, the latest word is they are advising Acorn Bioenergy to withdraw their 
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application on the grounds that the application itself was unsatisfactory with substantial details 
missing.  Also, there are significant concerns around adverse impacts on road traffic, local 
houses, ecology and Letcombe Brook, visual concerns, the change from agricultural to 
commercial use, and road safety concerns about no right-hand turn lane off the A338. 
The screening application for Manor Solar Farm required Environmental Statements before a 
planning application could be submitted.  These have now been completed and a planning 
application is imminent. 
Last June we enjoyed the Hanney celebrations to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  With the 
passing of Her Late Majesty the Queen, this May we look forward to celebrating the Coronation 
of King Charles III with a Coronation Big Lunch on Sunday 7th May and A Big Help Out event here 
in the Olde Hanney Room on the afternoon of Monday 8th May.  Thank you to the members of 
the Hanney Coronation Working Party; Adrian Bodimeade, Hilary Cakebread Hall, Jenny Corps, 
Graham Garner and Rosie Reed, that made organising these events possible. 
East Hanney and West Hanney Parish Councils have been working jointly to improve the health 
and safety of our residents.  Not all our decisions have proved to be universally popular, but 
these decisions were made for the best of intentions 
One issue that proved to be contentious is the request to keep dogs on a lead on our playing 
fields.  The aim is to reduce the risk of dogs fouling the playing fields without the dog’s owner 
being aware, in the hope and expectation that the owner will then clean up any dog mess. 
Both Parish Councils identified the need to improve road safety and have been working jointly to 
achieve this.  Measures include: a 20mph speed limit throughout West Hanney and for most of 
East Hanney, enhancing car parking spaces at Hanney War Memorial Hall followed by the 
introduction of parking restrictions along School Road in West Hanney and The Causeway in East 
Hanney. 
I would also like to thank Eddie Wilkinson and Trevor Brettell, 2 of our long serving councillors 
who decided not to stand for re-election in the Parish Council Elections to be held on Thursday 
4th May 2023.  On behalf of the residents of West Hanney, thank you for all your service on 
WHPC.  4 Parish Councillors have been elected in an uncontested election, there is a vacancy for 
a 5th Parish Councillor. 
WHPC are delighted to be custodians of our community woodland, community meadow and 
community orchard.  Paul Sayers volunteers to help manage these community green spaces and 
co-ordinate the working parties in the community woodland, a huge thanks to Paul for his 
efforts. 
Paul sends his apologies for not being here this evening, but he has sent me a report that I would 
like to read: 
The Community Woodland was planted in the 1990s by Nigel Eady of Church Farm under the Set-
Aside scheme, an EU scheme at a time of perceived agricultural over production resulting in the 
“Wine Lake, the Butter Mountain and the Grain Mountain”.  Farmers were paid to take cereal 
growing land out of production and either manage it as ‘Set-Aside grassland’ or to plant it as 
woodland. 
I have heard the Woodland, completely incorrectly, referred to as the Millennium Woodland but 
it pre-dates the Millennium by almost a decade.   
In 2012, after Mr Eady died, it was gifted to WHPC by his estate. 
The ownership of the adjoining Church Farm Meadow was passed to WHPC in 2017 as a result of 
a ‘Section 106’ agreement with Sweetcroft, the developers of St James Way. 
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The Woodland extends to some 27 acres (11 ha) with 1.6 miles (2.6 km) of rides.  The Meadow 
covers 7 acres (3 ha) 
 
COMMUNITY WOODLAND 
Maintenance:  We hold regular working parties throughout the autumn and winter, from 
September through to March, mainly cutting back scrub invading the sides of the rides.  Unlike 
most years when adverse weather or unsafe ground conditions mean that we have had to cancel 
one or more sessions, the dry autumn and winter allowed 6 working sessions. We usually have a 
turnout of around 15 volunteers and it is gratifying to see how much we can achieve in our 3-
hour monthly sessions.  
In addition, the Vale Ramblers Footpath Volunteers held 2 sessions on the ride along the west 
side of the Woodland which is a public footpath, this was kindly arrange for us by Phil Manvell 
who is one of the Ramblers Volunteers. 
In October Mark Clutterbuck and I installed steps on the slippery slope from Cow Lane up to the 
gate in the SE corner of the Woodland. 
In February Ian and Dickon Green delivered a load of Christmas tree shreddings which I spread in 
the two kissing gateways between the Meadow and the Woodland. 
Des Thomas continues to cut the rides for us with his vintage Ferguson tractor, although fewer 
cuts were needed this year due to the dry weather. 
Many of the ash trees, particularly at the northern end of the woodland are now showing signs 
of Ash die-back disease and we can expect to lose these in the coming years. 
A new bench was installed looking up ‘Walnut Avenue’ in memory of Derek Howe, one of our 
most regular and enthusiastic volunteers, kindly donated by his wife Dot and family 
 
Wildlife:  The pyramidal orchids were abundant again this year together with smaller numbers of 
common-spotted and bee orchids and common twayblade, all of these are common species, 
nevertheless, it is great to see them. 
Last summer there were some 40 bird boxes which I inspect, maintain and replace. As may be 
expected in a young woodland such as this with few natural cavities, there was a high usage rate 
with 75% showing signs of occupation and breeding, mainly by blue tits and great tits, with a 
further 10% being used by wood mice (Apodemus sylvaticus).  In the autumn I built and installed 
a further 10 boxes 3 replaced old derelict boxes but the rest are in new locations bringing the 
total to 47. 
 
CHURCH FARM MEADOW 
The most important maintenance on the meadow is an annual cut with removal of the cuttings 
as hay, which was once again kindly carried out for us by Alan Cottrell.  This maintains the open 
nature of the area and, because we do not use fertilisers or pesticides it slowly decreases the 
fertility.  By decreasing the competition from grasses, the species diversity, particularly of wild 
flowers, increases and it is noticeable year by year how successful this has been.  The buttercups 
and other wild flowers such as rough hawks-beard are increasing and we now have pyramidal 
orchids scattered throughout the meadow with occasional small patches of bee orchids. 
Due to the dry weather throughout the summer, I watered the trees along the northern edge, 
planted with Wenda Reynolds legacy, twice a week.  This is made very much easier by the 
irrigation tubes we installed at the time of planting. Judging by recent spring growth all have 
survived and are thriving. 
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A new bench in memory of Adam Cavendish, was kindly donated by his wife Helen, that provides 
a welcome resting point to view the meadow. 
The dumping strip full of rubble, abandoned by Sweetcroft after the building of St James Way, 
has become heavily infested with weeds, particularly thistles and hemlock.  As these start to 
encroach on the meadow we will need to take remedial action to control their spread. 
Access to the Meadow for mowing this year may be a problem as the field alongside the 
causeway, owned by Sweetcroft, which Alan Cottrell’s tractors used to cross, has been let for 
horse grazing and Cow Lane is too narrow for access by large modern machinery.  It may be 
necessary to find (and pay for) a contractor with smaller vehicles. 
 
COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
I would like to add few words to Paul’s report about the community orchard that has been 
planted in the orchard mitigation strip of land at the western edge of the community meadow. 
12 apple trees, many of them heritage varieties were planted in the autumn of 2021 as part of 
The Queen’s Green Canopy to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  A further 12 fruit 
trees (apples and pears) were planted in memory of Adam Cavendish in the autumn 2022.  All 
these fruit trees appear to have survived the harsh winter.   Once they become fully established, 
the community will be able to enjoy sampling the fruit they produce.  There is space in the 
orchard for some further fruit trees, if you are interested in donating to have a fruit tree planted, 
please contact our Parish Clerk. 
Paul Sayers concludes his report with: 
PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
In August, following a request to look at the work of the Woodland Volunteers, David Corps, 
Clive Manvell, and I showed our MP, David Johnston, around the Woodland and Meadow.  He 
also looked at the work of the Flood Group and Emergencies Team and visited the Tennis Club 
facilities. 
Thanks to the editor, Jim Stagg, the Community Woodland and Meadow feature regularly in 
Hanney News. 
Hanney Community Woodland Management team will be exhibiting alongside the Flood Group 
and Emergencies Team, with whom we share equipment and volunteers, at the forthcoming ‘Big 
Help Out’ event on Monday 8th May of the Coronation Weekend. 

 
Report on the West Hanney Allotment Gardens 
We have 10 allotments under cultivation.  2022 was a challenging year with the extreme heat and 
prolonged summer drought making the cultivation of many crops very difficult, hopefully 2023 
will see better growing conditions. We have several vacant plots which can be divided into 
smaller more manageable plots, so if you would like to try cultivating an allotment, please contact 
our Parish Clerk. 

8) Reports from local bodies and representatives 
a) St James’ Church 

Worked hard in 2022 to play a part in restoring village life post Covid-19.  The Plantinum 
Jubilee Celebrations took the place of the Michaelmas Fayre.  Celebrations included a motor 
pageant representing each decade of the Queen’s reign.  The Bells were tolled 96 times on the 
night of the Queen’s death.  The Union Flag was correctly lowered and raised as prescribed.  
Christmas is an important time for the Church and the Community.  The village carol service 
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was to be held outside but had to be held in the Church due to the weather.  Nativity Service 
held in Philibert’s Manor barn with many attending.  The Churchyard and building are 
important to the community.  It is hoped that in 2023 will see the start to the works to install 
loos in the Church to provide a flexible public building for the community.  Grass cutting has 
until now been done by the Hanney Holy Mowers – new recruits are required.  Continue with 
the centra function of Hatches Matches and Dispathes for all our visitors. 
 

b) St James’ School - Lucy Ottoway, Head Teacher.   
Her vision is to return St James’ School part of the Community following Covid-19.  The school 
attended the remembrance service and is looking to increase attendance and the school is 
grateful to the Church for their input and are hoping to get more children back in the Church.  
Community Days have been held such as the gardening club, assistance with the pond and the 
school is looking for additional input.  The school received a donation of wood chippings from 
East Hanney.  Thanks were extended to Duncan May for his liaison with Dickon Green over 
the parking restrictions.  Upcoming event of Party in the Park to get the Children more into 
the Community and for raising much needed funds for the school.  
 

c) Hanney War Memorial Hall – Graham Garner  
We started the year with just over £44500 mainly due to Covid grants in our account and were 
hoping for a consolidation year to build on the good financial position we found ourselves in 
as we came out of the pandemic the previous year. Bookings have built up as users’ 
confidence in socialising has returned and we have attracted new groups to use our excellent 
facilities.  
Our concerns expressed last year about the unprecedented energy price rises following the 
invasion of Ukraine were realised as we left our electricity fixed tariff deal in September.  Our 
fixed tariff deal for gas does not expire until this July and we were hoping to get through the 
winter months able to withstand the increased energy overheads.  However, those hopes 
were dashed at the end of November when our gas fired warm air heating system in the main 
Hall failed and despite many attempts to repair the over 30 year old system, we reluctantly 
accepted the inevitable that we needed to replace it with a more efficient and 
environmentally friendly heater.  As the repairs were attempted and failed, we installed an 
emergency electric space heater system to ensure the Hall would stay open for our groups and 
users and to ensure the Hall did not experience any burst pipes.  It was linked to our internet 
controlled thermostat system to ensure the heating periods were limited to those periods 
when the Hall was in use.  The system only provided a heating capacity of 10kW compared 
with the old gas powered 50kW system but it was greatly appreciated by our users and only 
one session was cancelled because the users were too cold. 
Following a futile attempt to find an alternative energy system that was capable of heating 
warm air through our underfloor ducting, we ordered a more efficient gas powered warm air 
cabinet heater which was installed at the beginning of March and is working very well.  
However, the financial impact of having to replace the heater has had significant effects on 
our reserves.  The heater installation cost almost £9000 and our electricity bill for the winter 
quarter increased by over £3000 whilst we were using the emergency electric space heaters.  
We had hoped to offset those costs using the Section 106 funds allocated in 2016 to the Hall 
to improve its facilities from the Winters Rise development in West Hanney. Our application to 
use the £6886 S106 funds was turned down by the Vale of White Horse Climate Action Group 
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as they felt there was probably an alternative air source heat pump solution which is not gas 
that we had been unable to identify in our research. 
This also had an impact on our planned contribution to the cost of the new overflow car park 
on the eastern side of the Hall.  Prior to the heater failure, our Trustees approved a 
contribution of £10000 to East Hanney Parish Council’s car park project. We still hope to make 
that contribution using the S106 money and an additional top-up contribution from our 
reserves but our new S106 application has yet to approved by the Vale’s climate action group 
so don’t count the proverbial chickens! 
We also had a terminal diagnosis for the gas-powered hot water heating system in our 
changing rooms. They are seldom used and we cannot afford to spend over £6000 to replace 
the system so we await the completion of the sports proposed sports pavilion for the 
restoration of hot showers! 
We have reserved around £5000 for two building maintenance projects in the next year.  We 
have finished the year having depleted our reserves by over £10000. 
Finally, I would like to thank all my colleagues on the Operations Committee for all the time 
and hard work they have contributed to ensure Hanney War Memorial Hall got through this 
year. I am particularly grateful for the time and commitment of the Treasurer.  

d) Football Club 
One of the largest clubs in the area which is down to ethos of enjoying football in a safe and 
fun environment.  The tournament is voted as one the best in Oxfordshire which Hanney can 
be proud of.  30% of the players come from the village and teaching the players is not just 
about football but about life skills.  The football club looks after the surface of the field and 
have improved the irrigation and surface preparation.  Football uses a large part of the field 
but also shares this with other sports.  The additional car parking spaces will hopefully 
alleviate some of the parking issues. 

e) Tennis Club 
Hanney Tennis Club is a friendly, inclusive tennis club providing tennis facilities for residents 
of East Hanney and West Hanney and the wider area.  We have close to 100 adult and 30 
junior members, over 90% of our membership lives in the Hanneys.  Club social tennis is held 
on Tuesday evening and Sunday morning.  We have a new partnership with Excel Tennis 
providing a full tennis coaching programme for adults and juniors and cardio tennis to 
members and non-members.  We enter teams in the Oxfordshire Summer, Winter, and 
Midweek Leagues.  We are still hoping to upgrade our metal halide floodlights to LED 
floodlights.  You are most welcome to come along to club social tennis and to meet other club 
members. 

 
9) Open Forum – Questions and Suggestions 

a) The football pitches get muddy.  There are options around which do not get churned up. 
b) Clarification of the Public Open space on the new development was requested. 
c) The question of the effect of the Reservoir was raised. 

 

Cllr Steve McKechnie Cllr David Corps 

Chair of East Hanney Parish Council Chair of West Hanney Parish Council 

 


