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East Hanney Neighbourhood Plan
Appendix D — Local Green Spaces

Introduction

This report is provided to support Policy EHNP 7 Local Green Spaces. The designation of ‘Local Green
Spaces’ is provided for under the NPPF.

East Hanney is a historic rural village set within the lowland vale and open countryside. The village
has various green open areas which are an important feature of the village that qualify as Local
Green Spaces as prescribed under the National Planning Policy Framework, July 2021, paras 101 and
102.

The rationale for the policy and the need for Local Green Spaces is set out within the Policy EHNP7,
together with details of the National Planning policy relevant to the provision of Local Green Spaces.
The inclusion of Local Green Spaces within the EHNP Plan is a formative part of planning for the
village for the future. The policy helps address the community’s concerns regarding endurance of the
green natural environment within the village as evidenced in the Community survey, and in the
Character Assessment. The rich and verdant green areas within the village being essential to the
character and essence of East Hanney.

90% of all responders to the Community survey are in favour of designation of Local Green Spaces.

‘The results of the Community Survey comprehensively evidenced support for this policy including the
identification and promotion of specific areas to be classified as Local Green Spaces. 229 (90%) of
respondents to the 2016 NP Survey were in favour of protecting important green areas by
designating them as a ‘Local Green Space’. ‘

As a rural village with a long history, green spaces have been a consistent feature and theme,
helping provide a natural and rural landscape for the village. Villagers have enjoyed the existence of
such spaces for centuries and today, their presence continues as a fundamental aspect of the nature
and sense of place that makes East Hanney the place that it is.

The existence of Local Green Spaces within the village is essential for the health and character of
East Hanney. They help provide the openness and the green environment which are fundamental
characteristics of the village.

Throughout the village, there are also a number of historic footpaths and walkways, most of which
have been in place for more than 100 years, as can be evidenced from early maps. Such pathways
are still enjoyed today, for example alongside the Letcombe Brook and through local fields. Various
routes link open green spaces, or run alongside, enabling green amenity and a feeling of openness
that can be viewed by all. Some of these spaces provide evidence for the village’s traditional
agricultural past, for example with ridge and furrow field systems evident, or remains of fruit
orchards which were a very populous feature of the village in the past. Each provides and
contributes to the nature and character of the village.

The Local Green spaces today are at the heart of the village and are core features of the character of
the village and its make up. They form part of the very essence of the village and are fundamental
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for its wellbeing and future, as a green and verdant village. Each of the Local Green Spaces
contribute to and are important aspects of the feeling of openness, which the village enjoys.

This document provides the evidence for each of the sites that are designated as Local Green Spaces
under this Plan, setting out how each qualifies as a Local Green Space.

Professional assistance and advice has been received in the determination and nomination of the
areas detailed below for designation as Local Green Spaces. That support was provided by a member
of the Institute of Charted Planners, who acted on and advised the Council from Community First
Oxfordshire. As part of the work undertaken, a review of potential spaces was considered and the
principle of a green corridor along the course of the Letcombe Brook through East Hanney was
identified. The majority of Local Green Spaces designated under this plan form part of that natural
corridor and provide important amenity and purpose to the village, such as flood mitigation, wildlife
habitat, of historic significance, and influence on the character of the village and setting.

Community Survey

The green environment and setting of the village were identified by the community as important to
the character and people of the village. There is concern about the future. An overwhelming
majority of the community wishes to see the environment maintained for the future and are in
favour of protecting green areas by designating green areas within the village as Local Green Space.
This is evidenced through the Community survey.

The community survey for the Neighbourhood plan included three questions about green spaces.
The results can be summarised as follows:

1) 90% of respondents are in favour of protecting green areas by designating certain green
areas within the village as Local Green Space.

2) Respondents identified particular areas to be designated as Local Green Space through the
survey and by way of direct respondent requests at the consultation stage.

Respondents identified open green spaces, footpaths and hedgerows as being important parts of the
character of East Hanney and wish to see these preserved. Hedgerows and trees are consequently
also addressed through this plan, policy EHNP5 Retention of trees and hedgerows.

Paths along Letcombe Brook, agricultural character, open green spaces and access to country walks
are amongst the important aspects of the village identified by the residents.

The results of the Community Survey show the importance of green spaces within the village to the
community.
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Local Green Space - criteria

To be a Local Green Space, specific criteria, as set out within the NPPF, must be met. The criteria for
qualification of designation as a Local Green Space is set out in para 102 of the NPPF, which states:

"The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is:
a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example
because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

In order to provide further certainty, Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards
(ANGSt) have been used to define the likely size of a suitable Local Green Space and its distance
from the local community. A Local Green Space should normally be located within 2km (1.25 miles)
of the community it serves and a site of 2ha (5 acres) or less and should be located within 300m (325
yards) (or 5 minutes" walk) of the community it serves.

A site of over 20ha (50 acres) would be considered to be “an extensive tract of land” and therefore
not suitable for designation as a Local Green Space. It is considered that each of the sites for
designation under this plan fulfil the required criteria. A summary assessment is provided.

To assist the assessment, the Cotswold District Council Local Green Spaces Planning Toolkit has been
referenced, and the following (from page 5 of that toolkit) has been taken into consideration in
order to meet the LGS designation evidence.

Potential Local Green Space site must meet the criteria set out in the NPPF, and further detailed in
the National Planning Practice Guidance. These criteria are not specific — they do not give set
distances or areas, but act as guidance which should then be interpreted at a local level.

In order to ensure that any designation in the District is robust, we have created a checklist against
which potential Local Green Space sites should be tested.

Not every potential site will meet every criteria however all sites must meet the following criteria in
the checklist

Point 2.1 - not with an extant planning permission within which the Local Green Space could not be
accommodated

Point 2.2- not allocated for development in the relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the Local Plan, unless
it can be shown that the Local Plan housing allocation is not strategic and can be re-located
somewhere else in the neighbourhood plan area; or alternatively that the Local Green Space could be
incorporated within the site as part of the allocated development

Point 3.2- Not an “extensive tract of land”
Point 3.3- “local in character”
Point 5- in “proximity to the community it serves”

Point 6- “demonstrably special to the local community”
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And all sites must meet at least one of the following criteria in the Checklist-
Point 7 “particular local significance ... because of its beauty”

Point 8 “particular local significance ... because of its historic significance”
Point 9 “particular local significance ... because of its recreational value”
Point 10 “particular local significance ... because of its tranquillity”

Point 11 “particular local significance ... because of its wildlife”

Point 12 “particular local significance ... for any other reason”

In order to provide further certainty, it is proposed that Natural England’s Accessible Natural
Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) are used to define the likely size of a suitable Local Green Space and
its distance from the local community. Therefore, a Local Green Space should normally be located
within 2km (1.25 miles) of the community it serves and a site of 2ha (5 acres) or less should be
located within 300m (325 yards) (or 5 minutes* walk) of the community it serves. Given the rural
nature of the District, it may be necessary to relax these requirements in certain circumstances.

A site of over 20ha (50 acres) would be considered to be “an extensive tract of land” and therefore
not suitable for designation as a Local Green Space.

Designated Local Green Spaces

Site A: The Ancient Orchard and approach, south of Summertown.

This location contains one of the last remaining orchards in East Hanney, the village historically
having many orchards. Much of the site is designated as being undeliverable under the Districts site
assessment provided for the Local Plan Part 1, as it is subject of flooding and includes flood zone 3.
Part of the site is priority habitat and is located adjacent to the County Wildlife site ‘Cowslip
Meadows’, being formerly owned by the same farmer, separated only by the Letcombe Brook.

The Letcombe Brook along which the site lies is a rare chalk stream and is a known wildlife corridor,
and home to a large number of rare and protected species. The area provides a natural and green
amenity to the village and refuge for wildlife, from which the village and community benefits.

Other aspects of the area, which are important, include:

First, East Hanney is mentioned in the Domesday Book and up until the beginning of the last century
was known as a fruit growing area of Southern Oxfordshire (formerly North Berkshire). The earliest
o/s maps of the 1870’s shows the land as an orchard and references are made in the medieval
period to the site. The early manorial maps show the area as an orchard. Some fruit trees still
remain, and it is the last remaining ancient orchard in East Hanney.

Secondly, it is thought that area is one of the first sites of settlement within East Hanney. The area
had not been subject to an archaeological survey until recently which revealed evidence of early
settlement here. The site is known to be the location of Southbury Manor, which was one of the first
manorial home of the Fettiplaces, one of the most philanthropic families of the era. The Fettiplace
family came with the Norman Conquest. This site is therefore very important to village history.
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Thirdly, the orchard has never had chemical fertilizers in living memory and has been grazed by
cattle and then for the last fifteen years by sheep amongst the fruit trees. The area was maintained
using traditional methods up to at least 1992, with the grass cut by hand and sickle. It is understood
to be one of the few agricultural sites in Oxford that has been managed in this way. As it has not
been exposed to sprays and grazed by sheep right up to 2014, we understand that it is a potential
priority habitat known as lowland calcareous grassland.

Fourthly, its significance as a wildlife habitat, its location alongside the Brook which is a rare chalk
stream, one of only 188 in the world, and its importance as an area for breeding and as wildlife
pathway, with a diversity of species of flora and fauna including rare and endangered species
recorded as frequenting this area. The area is consequently known to have been considered by the
local wildlife trust as a potential wildlife site.

The site was previously subject of a planning application which was refused and also refused on
appeal by the housing inspector on multiple grounds, Application reference P15/V1616/FUL and
APP/V3120/W/16/3142562. It represents an important site as a Local Green Space to the village and
as a habitat for wildlife. It fully meets the criteria for designation as a Local Green Space. The site is
on the Letcombe Brook, along which there is a public footpath. There is visual amenity of the site
along the public footpath, also from the A338 travelling north toward the northern point along
Summertown, as well as along Summertown travelling west.
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Figure 1: Designated Local Green Space Area A — Ancient orchard and approach

The map shows the area designated which is primarily formed of the ancient orchard, which has
ecological, historical and public visual amenity.
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Figure 2 — Area identified as a proposed Local Wildlife site

This is an ancient orchard and still contains some of the old apple trees, including some thought to
be of a rare species. The location is as noted alongside the Letcombe Brook and is an important part
of the wildlife pathway through the village. It is known to be home to several species of rare flora
and fauna, the records at TVERC showing that it has some of the rarest wildlife in the area recorded.
The Brook at this point is home to water voles, otters, and rare birds. Herons, egrets, owls and
kingfishers are regularly seen in the field, as are the village swans. A water course/tributary also
runs through the site linking Letcombe Brook with the watercourses that run through the village.

Site B: Letcombe Brook Green corridor, land to East bank of the Brook

This Local Green Space is a block of land which forms and provides a feeling of green and natural
space through the spine of the village. It gives the village a green sense and feel, forming an area of
natural green environment within the core of the village. It is important, as it provides a green and
natural landscape, central to the village. There is a main footpath artery running alongside it. The
footpath has the green environmental space to one side and the Letcombe brook to the other,
providing a riverside walk within a green and natural surround. The Letcombe Brook can be seen in
the aerial map below.

Villagers use this as the alternative footpath to Main Street, as one travels through the village from
the sports fields, school and shop to areas of housing. It is a safe and more environmentally
beneficial route through the village than Main Street. The path has various accesses off it, for
example down to Snuggs Lane.

As the area is immediate to the Letcombe Brook, it is also a wildlife corridor and home to wildlife
within the village.
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The area comprises of five packets of land, which together form this central green core. Ideally these
should be viewed as a whole and are therefore designated under this plan as Local Green Space.

This land, which is adjacent to the brook, also provides an important buffer which gives the brook
area its tranquillity and helps support the varied wildlife. It is important to note that this whole area
contributes to the tranquillity of the brook corridor.

As can be seen from the map, it is an important green local space for the village, which has impact
on the character and sense of place. It provides the green backbone to the village settlement, as the
village runs along the course of the Brook.

This area qualifies as whole, meeting the criteria as a Local Green Space, forming an important green
amenity for the village, being central to the heart of the village, effectively the green heart of East
Hanney.
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Figure 4

The Local Green Space is continuous alongside the Brook, as can be seen from the map above. It is
formed of packages of land that have been in existence as green space for a considerable period and
are a core part of the village (and the historic settlement). The numbers annotated are given to
provide further understanding. The footpath runs along the edge beside the Brook.

Brief comments on each of the parts:

1. This is the site of an ancient orchard and still contains some of the old apple trees

2. This is a significant piece of land which closely borders the brook and provides a green corridor
3. This is a paddock and contributes to the wildlife corridor - with owls and bats in the area

4. This land floods significantly and frequently

5. This area forms a green back land and home to wildlife behind the houses on Main Street
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Site C: Letcombe Brook Green corridor, land to West bank of the Brook

This Local Green Space is an area of open green space, used mainly for Paddocks which borders the
Letcombe Brook as it runs northwards from the iron bridge towards Ploughly Farm. It is sited
opposite the area of green space designated as Site B; both are in the core of the historic village.
Jointly, they provide a green and natural environment and form an important part of the green
corridor along the Letcombe Brook as it runs through the heart of East Hanney.

The parcel of land is historic to the village and known historically as Wantons Close, as identified
from the enclosure map of 1803.

Poughley Farm

Track

Grange=Farm

Eastbrook House

Pav

Allot Gdns East Hanney

51

Figure 5

As with site 2, this block of land forms and provides a feeling of green and natural space. It gives the
village a green feel, forming an area of natural green environment close to the main village centre. It
is important as it provides the green and natural landscape central to the village.

The area is accessible to walkers from a footpath which runs alongside the main sports fields, and
from a gate to the north of the area. There is also a main footpath artery running alongside the
Brook from the East Bank giving open views across the green space, being one of the main natural
and historic foot paths running from the centre of the settlement alongside the Brook.

The land is used for grazing and is truly an open and natural landscape within the village. It is both a
tranquil and natural space.

The site is highly sensitive for wildlife and has water voles, and various feathered species, including
kingfisher, coots and mallards. It is also known as one of the nesting spots which the village swans
use as a sanctuary to rear their signets, who can be seen utilising the bank of the brook, where there
is less human access.
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The site includes a small copse and wooded area along the bank, as the brook flows north out of the
village. Recently, with the support of the Letcombe Brook Project and the Environment agency, a fish
bypass has been introduced, helping both to provide an enhanced environment for wildlife and to
assist with flood protection.

This land, which is adjacent to and runs alongside the brook, provides an important natural buffer
for wildlife. It is important to note that this whole area contributes to the tranquillity and natural
green landscape of the brook corridor and village setting.

As can be seen from the map, it is an important green local space for the village, which impacts the
character and sense of place. It provides the green backbone to the village settlement, as the village
runs along the course of the Brook.

This area qualifies as whole as a Local Green Space, meeting the criteria and forming an important
green amenity for the village which, jointly with site B, is effectively the green heart of East Hanney.

Site D: Chapel site, Poughley Farm

The area provides a historical, environmental and green visual amenity to the village, and is located
in one of the older areas of the village alongside the Brook, close to Philberd’s Manor.

Poughley Farm
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Figure 6

The map shows the location of the Local Green Space, which is thought to be the location that the
lost chapel of St James most likely occupied; this was the chapel to the original late Norman era
manor of Philiberts.

It is on a popular walkway at the end of Halls Lane at the junction where the old stone bridge was
sited (replaced in 2021 by OCC). The routeway over the old bridge is a BOAT (By way Open to All
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Traffic), which runs along the south of the Local Green Space linking with the north part of the village
recreational fields, Kings Leases. The BOAT is popular with walkers and also forms part of a green
route across the village.

To the west of the Local Green space lies Letcombe Brook and a pathway along the Brook to the
north gives visual access across the green site. There is good access for visual amenity of the space
which the community enjoy. The area is also an important part of the wildlife corridor.

Site E: Land north of Philberds, alongside the East Bank of Letcombe Brook

This Local Green Space is an open area used mainly for paddocks, which border the Letcombe Brook,
as the brook runs north of Philberds. It is sited opposite the area of green space, designated as Site
K. Jointly, they provide a green and natural environment and form the northern element of the
green corridor along the Letcombe Brook as it runs northwards away from the village settlement.

The parcel of land is historic to the village; it formed and continues to form part of the pastoral
landscape of the village, lying close to the village, with historic established footpaths extending
through it and out into the fields.

As with a number of the sites, such as site B, this land forms and provides a feeling of green and
natural space. It is a really peaceful area and is a verdant green part of the village which feels truly
unchanged. It gives the village a green sense and feel, an area of natural green environment. Within
the area there is a woodland border, the bank of the Brook and small copse.

This space is important, as it helps provide the green and natural landscape backdrop to the village.
It is accessible and enjoyed by residents.

The area is accessed by walkers from a footpath, which runs through it, linking parts of the village, as
it has done historically; for example, connecting Ebbs Lane, which is one of the older parts of the
settlement, with the footpaths that run along the brook from the village centre.

The land is used for grazing and is therefore open providing rich and natural views. With the brook
and wooded areas present at the site, it also provides an important and essential wildlife habitat.
The space is an open and natural landscape within the village. It is both a tranquil and natural space.
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Figure 7

The site is highly sensitive for wildlife and has water voles and otters. Other wildlife that regularly
frequent this area include deer, and kingfisher. Also, there are various rare birds and flora, such as
orchids.

The site includes a small copse and wooded area along the bank as the brook flows north out of the
village. This area is downstream of the recently installed fish bypass, and consequently is also home
to a range of natural aquatic life, including native brown trout.

The area is important for and attracts varied wildlife in a space, which is close to the village centre. It
is important to note that this whole area contributes to the tranquillity and natural green landscape
of the brook corridor.

Within this designated area is an ancient ‘hollow way’ or sunken road, that bisects the land from
east to west, from Ebbs Lane to the brook. These hollow ways could date from Roman to medieval
times and can be found on land that has remained as pasture since those times rather than being
cultivated, and evidence the local historical significance of the site.

This area qualifies as a Local Green Space, meeting the criteria and forming an important green
amenity for the village. As can be seen from the map it is an important part of the Letcombe Brook
green corridor and is a green local space which helps form the character and sense of place,
contributing to the green setting and environment of East Hanney.
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Site F: Green corridor to the South East of the village

This Local Green Space plays an important role through its location on the visual impact of the village
on approaches from both the East alongside Steventon Road, and from the South when approaching
and entering the village. Its importance as a Local Green Space is essential for ensuring the visual
amenity of the village and character of East Hanney.

The landscape is flat and agricultural, and there are views over the land from all sides. The feeling of
an old and agricultural landscape, typical of the lowland vale emanates from it, providing the rural
background and edge of village setting to East Hanney.

In terms of impression, this Local Green space creates the feeling of openness and provides the
green edge to the village, witnessed by all. These aspects are all important features of the character
of East Hanney.

The land was previously within a housing development application which was refused by the District
Council and further, on appeal by the inspector (reference P15/V1846/0 and
APP/V3120/W/16/3145359).

The land is recognised as being part of the lowland vale and the development proposed was
determined to have been adverse to the area, character of East Hanney and the rural and natural
landscape.
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Figure 8

This map shows the location of the local Green Space, which is a green corridor that flanks the
eastern side of the A338 in the south eastern corner of the village. The area to its east is reserved
under the Local Plan for potential use as a reservoir. The area comprises of rough meadow, grazing
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meadow, deciduous woodland and arable farmland, all bounded by native hedgerow and trees. The
space designated is all low flood prone land that has ditches flowing through it that carry water away
from the village and therefore also provides an important flood management and prevention
function for the village. The drainage ditches take water away from the brook and the village.

This green corridor allows wildlife to travel alongside the busy A338 and softens the developed edge
of the village. these can be identified from the Ridgeway and North Berks Downs AONB. It forms an
important green edge to the village settlement and qualifies for designation as a Local Green Space
on a number of counts.

Site G: Letcombe Brook Green corridor, strip of land south of the Ancient
Orchard, east bank of the Brook

This Local Green Space is an area of open green space used mainly for agricultural purposes which
borders the Letcombe Brook. It also includes a copse and is an important part of the wildlife corridor
of the Brook as it enters the village from the south.

It is sited on the east side of the Brook opposite the County Wildlife site ‘Cowslip Meadows’.
Together with the County Wildlife site it provides an area of habitat to wildlife and a wild life refuge.

In the context of East Hanney as a rural village positioned and formed in the lowland vale, this strip
of land is characteristic of both the edge of a rural village, and the lowland vale landscape. The
village shielded by a green edge and ancient trees and hedgerows, beyond which the land reaches
out to the lowland vale, being typically agricultural in nature. It provides a sense of rural remoteness,
and a great sense of openness.

Within the area there is a copse, open space, and the green natural tree /ancient hedge border
along the Brook. Beyond the hedgerow and trees that line the brook, the land is agricultural. This
strip follows the bank of the brook, the hedge and tree line, and the copse.

From the A338 approaching the village from the south, the area can be seen providing a natural
green backdrop against the flat agricultural landscape which extends from the road. The wider
landscape is typical of the lowland vale, and the designated space importantly provides habitat,
green vegetation, and cover for this part of the village.

The brook at its edge helps form the vista of the village from a southerly approach, the tree lines, the
brook and the copse form an area of natural green and blue environment.

The amenity can be seen and therefore enjoyed by walkers using the public footpath through the
County wildlife site, viewing the brook and the green hedgerows and tree backdrop that runs
through this space.

There is no open access to the public as it is of agricultural use, but the copse and green corridor
along the brook mean that it is an area of tranquillity, where the brook and landscape can be seen
and enjoyed. It is also importantly an area for local wildlife with sightings of fallow deer, muntjac,
fox, and badgers, as well as regular sightings of egrets, and herons.
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Figure 9

This area qualifies as a Local Green space on a number of counts including its openness, tranquillity,
natural wildlife habitat, and through its form of a green edge to the village, providing a visual
impression for the village, as well as its characteristics typical of the lowland vale and historic
hedgerows.

In addition to the Local Green Spaces designated under this Plan within East Hanney, there is the
County Wildlife site which is already a designated area. The County Wildlife Site ‘Cowslip Meadows’
lies alongside the Brook and is accessible by public footpath. Together with the Local Green Spaces it
contributes to the green corridor along the brook.

Site H: Land alongside Letcombe Brook opposite the Ancient Orchard linking
to and north of the County wildlife site

This land is located just north of the county wildlife site and is in a tranquil and green part of the
village, forming the village edge to the west. The land is used for paddocks and is within a
commercial working stables. To the west it borders Cow Lane which is a BOAT (Byway Open for All
Traffic).

Cow Lane is accessible and is a popular route for residents to walk which gives access and links by
foot and bicycle to the Community woodland in West Hanney, and to Grove along the length of Cow
Lane. West Hanney Parish also borders Cow Lane, the site therefore being a true edge of village
location.
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Historical maps identify that Cow Lane and the Local Green space have been in existence for at least
two hundred years, with no chemical treatments. It is also known that the site has formed an
important area to the village settlement since at least the bronze age.

One of the fields was used by the village school as their sports field during the 1950’s and 1960’s,
and possibly before that.

The land was recently subject of a planning application which was refused by the DC and by the
inspector on appeal, as an edge of village location REF planning applications P16/V0364/0 and
APP/V3120/W/16/3163560. During the investigations for the development proposed, some of the
oldest historical finds in the village were identified.

Today, the landscape is green and open, and tranquil with views across to the Letcombe Brook
which it also borders. It has footpaths running alongside it, along Cow Lane, and linking to the
County wildlife site. It is an important local green space providing the green village edge, with native
hedgerows, and connectivity to Letcombe Brook and the County wildlife site.

Its proximity to the county wildlife site, and immediacy to the Letcombe Brook, means that it is also
acts as an important habitat for wildlife and wildlife refuge.

Figure 10

The land is part of the natural and green Letcombe Brook corridor, forming part of the southern end
of the corridor in the village and qualifies as a Local Green Space.

The footpath alongside the Brook extending south towards the county wildlife site, enables views
not only over this area but also eastwards across the area known as the ancient orchard, and south
across the county wildlife site. It is a rich and green area, peacefully situated alongside the brook in a
tranquil and open landscape.
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Site I: Kingsleases, the area of land north of the sports field linking to the
Letcombe Brook Green corridor

Historically, this land formed part of the fields extending from the village and has been traditionally
worked for agricultural use. At one point the land even formed part of the village allotments. Recent
findings at the site have included musket shot and other historic artifacts identifying that the area
has been important to the village and an established part of the footpath network extending out into
the wider countryside around East Hanney for centuries.

The land is bordered by historic footpaths on 2 sides, and to the north there is a now overgrown
footpath which linked East Hanney to villages in the north.

Until recently the land was worked for arable crops but is now leased to the Parish Council for use by
residents for leisure and walking. The land being set in a green area, with good and historic footpath
connectivity, and near immediacy to the Letcombe Brook.

The landscape is open providing good views, not only across Kingsleases, but also into the
neighbouring site C, also designated as a Local Green space under this plan, (which borders the
Brook), the whole area jointly forming part of the Letcombe Brook green corridor.
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The surrounding hedgerows and tree lined edges give the space a green natural and open feel. There
is no metalled road, only a BOAT running to the north, which serves a working stable. The area is
peaceful, and natural and an important part of the village amenities. The land is seeded with natural
grasses and the hedgerows typically native. The Parish Council recently held a village tree planting
day on an area of Kingsleases, with a native deciduous woodland mix.

This land qualifies as a Local Green space fulfilling the criteria and is designated under this Plan.

East Hanney Neighbourhood Plan-Local Green Spaces Study-Appendix D




Site J: Parcel of land adjacent to the East bank of Letcombe Brook, to the rear
of the British Legion

This land is used as a paddock and is located in the centre of the built-up settlement of the village.
The area is part of the old historic field system, the surrounding fields once being orchards and
paddocks. Other than this space all of the other land which was once orchards or paddocks in this
part of East Hanney are now gone. This area therefore remains as an important last remaining green
space.

It also forms part of the Letcombe Brook green corridor, as the brook flows through the centre of
the village. The edge of the land along the bank comprises some hedgerows and offers refuge for
village wildlife.
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As a last remaining paddock, it provides an area of green open space in the village centre and is
known as Garstone Paddocks. This is the last actively agricultural paddock within the centre of the
village, used by local small holders for grazing sheep and poultry as well as ponies. Its position on the
bank of the Brook away from adjacent housing means that, although the space is in the village
centre, the area is quiet and tranquil.
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Site K: Land forming part of the Letcombe Brook green corridor along the
west bank of the Brook, north west of the village

This area forms part of the Letcombe Brook green corridor and runs along the west bank of the
brook. It is immediately adjacent to the land identified as site E. Jointly they form a northern tunnel
of the green corridor along the Brook as it flows north out of the village.

The land, like site E, has a wooded edge along the bank of the Brook and provides an important
habitat for village wildlife, the whole area being a wildlife corridor.

The area has historical significance to the village; within the site, or near vicinity, lies the buried
remains of the abandoned medieval hamlet of Paufrey, the remains of dwellings were still visible in
the 1930’s.

The site has views extending northwards from the village into the open green landscape, and south
towards Philberd’s Manor, and Halls Lane. Although there is a wooded edge and the brook is a major
natural feature, for the most part, the area is green and comprises of open grazing land.

It is important as a Local Green Space, because it forms part of the Letcombe Brook Corridor and is
at a point on the brook, where the brook runs north from the main settlement out into the rural
green surround of the village. Hence, the landscape is open and green, providing the green vista and
backdrop to the village.
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The map shows also that the land and landscape form an important part of the natural flood
protection for the village, there being a series of important drainage channels and capacity for
holding water at peak flow periods from the brook.
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Views over this area can be enjoyed by residents using the footpaths across site E. There is a sense
of openness. It is a quiet and natural place, rich in wildlife habitat, and part of the Letcombe Brook
green corridor.

Site L: Parcel of land to the north-east of the village extending out along the
course of the footpath to Drayton

This area of land lies to the northeast of the village and is a village edge location. It is an area of
generally flat green landscape, which forms part of the rural heritage of the village, the land having a
long history of being farmed, and has historic paths out into the fields giving connectivity, forming
part of the village’s historic pathway network.

There is an established footpath which runs alongside the edge of the Local Green space, which
extends out of East Hanney across the designated space and links East Hanney with Drayton.

The hedgerow is also established and important for wildlife, especially nesting wildlife. This area is
home to numerous resident and migratory species, from barn owls, tawny owls and little owls to
northern lapwing, redwing and fieldfares. European hares and badgers make their homes in these
fields, whilst pipistrelle bats can be seen chasing insects by night; swallows and house martins are
seen by day.

On approach to the village, the area forms an important part of the vista and provides those
entering or passing through the village from the north the vision of a green village with hedgerows
and natural backdrop, the village being nestled within.

Residents are able to access this area by using the footpath, and in so doing can enjoy the visual
amenity and openness which this area provides. There are extensive views over the lowland vale
landscape, being a generally flat and green. There is a great sense of openness. These aspects,
together with the hedgerows, open green landscape, the tranquillity and rural identity which is truly
felt at this point in the village, make this an important Local Green space.
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Figure 13

As this land is in an edge of village location and accessed by foot along the established footpaths, it is
enjoyed by residents as a tranquil and green landscape. Accordingly, the land is designated as a Local
Green space under this plan.

Summary map of the Local Green Spaces for designation under this plan

Figure 14

Proposed Local Green spaces, together with the existing County Wildlife site.
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Summary of Assessed Criteria
The key criteria have been considered for each of the respective places being designated under this
Plan, as follows:

Site A. The ancient orchard and approach, south of Summertown.

Criteria Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community Located on the Brook close to Dandridge’s Mill (which is in
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be | the conservation area). It is within 2 minutes’ walk or less of
located within 300m or 5 minutes’ walk of | the community which it serves and is immediate to the

the community it serves. southern part of the village off Summertown. It provides
visual amenity from both the public footpath alongside the
Brook in the county wildlife site ‘Cowslip Meadows’ and via

Summertown.
Demonstrably special to a local Qualifies in a multiple of respects;
community and holds particular local e Historic — One of the oldest parts of the village,
significance, for example because of its excavations identified Saxon burial remains.
beauty, historic significance, recreational Thought to be grounds of one of the original
value (including as a playing field), manorial homes.
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; e  Agriculture — One of the few examples of

traditional and organically farmed areas left in
Oxfordshire (organically farmed until 1990’s).

e  Beauty — natural environment, alongside a rare
chalk stream opposite the county wildlife site

e Richness of wildlife — protected species prevalent

e Home to rare species of both flora and fauna.

e Ancient orchard- Protected environment

e  Tranquillity; important part of the natural green
environment of the village

Local in character and is not an extensive As an ancient fruit orchard it is highly reflective of the rural

tract of land historic character of the village.

Sited alongside the Brook the site is highly influenced by the
Brook which is a major feature of the character of the
village.

It helps form part of the green and open backdrop to the
village and is reflective of the historic and rural nature of
East Hanney.

It is not an extensive tract of land.
Not with an extant planning permission Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Not allocated for development in the Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
Plan.
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Site B. Letcombe Brook Green Corridor, land to East Bank of the Brook

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes” walk of
the community it serves.

Runs through the centre of East Hanney and is in immediate
proximity to the community. Situated opposite site C.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

The old footpath routes through the village alongside the
Letcombe Brook border this area, the site is both historic and
current, and of significance to the village.

e Important and special to the village and local community
because it is the core of the East Hanney green corridor
immediate to the Main Street.

e An essential part of the green core of the village.

e Borders the Letcombe brook a rare chalk stream

e An important tract of green and natural space in the heart
of the settlement.

e The area is tranquil and provides a green and verdant
natural space in the heart of the village.

e includes an area of ancient orchard.

e It is also a wildlife pathway — richness of wildlife. Refuge for
wildlife including rare and protected species.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

As a green space running alongside the brook and in the core
of the village it is highly reflective of the green and rural
historic character of East Hanney.

Sited alongside the Brook the site is highly influenced by the
Brook which is a major feature if the character of the village.

It is a fundamental part of the green and open backdrop to
the village and is reflective of the historic and rural nature of

East Hanney.

It is not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site C. Letcombe Brook Green corridor, land to West bank of the brook.

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes” walk of
the community it serves.

Runs through the centre of East Hanney and is in immediate
proximity to the community. Situated opposite site B.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

The old footpath routes through the village alongside the
Letcombe Brook border this area, the site is both historic and
current, and of significance to the village.

e Important and special to the village and local community,
because it like site B forms the central green corridor
immediate to the Main Street and older settlement. A
green amenity accessible by established footpaths which
run through it.

¢ The old footpath routes through the village alongside the
Letcombe Brook border this area. There is also a footpath
alongside the western edge by the sports field/Kings leases
which form part of the boundary to this local green space.

¢ A Local Green Space within the core of the village that has
long served and is historic to the village.

e Borders the Letcombe brook a rare chalk stream

e An important tract of green and natural space in the heart
of the settlement.

e The area is tranquil and provides a green and verdant
natural space in the heart of the village.

e |t is also a wildlife pathway — richness of wildlife. Refuge
for wildlife including rare and protected species including
water voles, and a nesting point for the village swans.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

As a green space running alongside the brook and in the core
of the village. it is highly reflective of the green and rural
historic character of East Hanney.

Sited alongside the Brook the site is highly influenced by the
Brook which is a major feature of the character of the village.
This area contributes immensely to the green character and
rural feel of the village.

It is not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site D. Chapel Site, Ploughly Farm

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes” walk of
the community it serves.

Sited at the end of Halls Lane, close to Philberds Manor, and
along the edge of Kings leases (an open recreational area for
the village), the site is located immediate to the community it
serves and within 3 minutes’ walk of the village hall.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

It has historical significance as the location of the lost chapel
of St James, this was the chapel to the original late Norman
era manor of Philiberts (today Philberds manor).

Whilst close to the community it is also a edge of village
location and so is both tranquil and green.

Located on a bank of the Brook — a rare chalk stream-
historical site being at a point where tributaries converge.

Its location alongside the Brook creates the tranquillity and
gives it importance for wildlife, forming part of the wildlife
corridor.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Sited alongside the Brook the site is highly influenced by the
stream which is a major feature if the character of the village.
It is reflective of the historic and rural nature of East Hanney.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site E. Land north of Philberds alongside the East Bank of Letcombe Brook

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes” walk of
the community it serves.

Sited to the north of the village accessed by footpath within 5
minutes walk of the community it serves. Lies adjacent to site
K.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

Qualifies in multiple respects;

e Historic site with features including an ancient
hollow way

e  Beauty — natural environment, alongside Letcombe
Brook a rare chalk stream

e Anopen and verdant Green Local space which has
formed part of the village for centuries, accessed by
way of the network of footpaths that are historically
established through Hanney and which open out
into this rich natural green area.

e Richness of wildlife — Rare and protected species
prevalent

e Home to rare species of both flora and fauna.

e Tranquillity; important part of the natural green
environment of the village

Forms part of the Letcombe Brook green corridor.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
agricultural history of the village.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site F. Green Corridor to the South East of the village

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes” walk of
the community it serves.

Sited to the East of the village just south of the crossroads
which formerly marked the edge of one of the old village
greens, this area is within 2 minutes walking distance of the
community it serves.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

Whilst close to the community it is also a edge of village
location and as an extensively arable area of land reflective of
the lowland vale, it has both local and natural importance. Of
local significance in this context.

It creates a natural green buffer to this part of the village
edge and forms an arboreal tunnel, when travelling along the
A338.

The area is flat and so vision is extensive offering views of the
ancient corillian ridge- the ridgeway from this point.
Conversely the area as part of the lowland vale also forms
part of the vista from the ridgeway.

The area has been farmed historically and forms part of the
green and open setting of the village.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
agricultural history of the village.

This area has influence on the image and perception of the
village and its character, being the vista seen on approach to
East Hanney, from both south and East, and on passing
through from the north.

It provides the image of the village as a rural village in a green
and open environment and is therefore an essential part of

the character.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site G. Letcombe Brook Green corridor, strip of land south of the Ancient Orchard, East bank of

the Brook.

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes’ walk of
the community it serves.

Immediately opposite the County wildlife site ‘Cowslip
meadows’. Within reasonable walking distance from the
village centre by footpath that runs through Cow slip
meadows, from the village conservation area.

About 3 minutes walking distance of the community it serves.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

Sited to the south of the village just south of the ancient
orchard on the east side of the Brook. This area provides a
visible green edge to the village and the Brook along which it
is positioned. Forms part of the Letcombe Brook natural
green corridor.

The designated strip provides a green backdrop and is the
vista seen from the road approaching the village, the space
provides a green base with historic hedgerow to the southern
edge of the village.

Situated along the bank of the Letcombe Brook, a natural
chalk stream.

It has both local and natural importance, is an area of
tranquillity and association with the brook.

The surrounding landscape is one of openness.

Provides refuge and habitat for the wildlife in the village
being part of the wildlife corridor. Wild life refuge.

Richness of its wildlife, and the rare chalk stream, and
proximity to the county wildlife site helps identify the special
qualities.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
agricultural history of the village.

An edge of village location within the lowland vale landscape.
The landscape extending from this area across the lowland
vale to the east is identifiably arable and green.

Part of the vista of the village and can be seen by vehicles
approaching the village. Contributes to the green the image

of the village. Is characteristic of the Lowland vale landscape.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site H: Land alongside Letcombe Brook opposite the Ancient Orchard linking to and north of the
County wildlife site

Criteria Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community Within 2 minutes’ walk of the community it serves.
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes’ walk of
the community it serves.

Demonstrably special to a local Qualifies in a number of respects.

community and holds particular local e Historic —as evidenced by artifacts

significance, for example because of its e Beauty — natural environment, alongside a rare chalk
beauty, historic significance, recreational stream

value (including as a playing field), e  Richness of wildlife — Rare and protected species
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; prevalent.

e Home to rare species of both flora and fauna.
e  Tranquillity; important part of the natural green
environment of the village

The area has been farmed historically and forms part of the
green and open setting of the village, as well as a border of
the Brook. A green and blue landscape.

Local in character and is not an extensive Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
tract of land agricultural history of the village.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Not allocated for development in the Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
Plan.
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Site I: Kingsleases, the area of land north of the sports field linking to the Letcombe Brook Green

corridor.

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes’ walk of
the community it serves.

About 2 minutes walking distance of the community, it serves

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

Qualifies in a number of respects.

e Historic

e Beauty — natural environment,

e Richness of wildlife

e Openness

e  Purposed Public Open Space dedicated to leisure
and recreational use

e Tranquillity; important part of the natural green
environment of the village

Is close to the community, the village hall, school, sports field
and shop, whilst also linking to the wider rural surround and
historic parts of the village. Has particular significance as an
area for leisure and recreation.

The area has been farmed historically and forms part of the
green setting of the village.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
agricultural history of the village.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site J: Parcel of land adjacent to the east bank of Letcombe Brook, to the rear of the British Legion

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes” walk of
the community it serves.

Sited within one of the older settled parts of the village, and
therefore immediate to the village and community.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

Qualifies in a number of respects, including:
e Historic area, one of the last remaining open green
spaces in this part of the village
e  Beauty — natural environment, alongside a rare chalk
stream
e Richness of wildlife
e  Tranquillity;

Part of the natural green environment of the village.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
agricultural history of the village.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site K: Land forming part of the Letcombe Brook green corridor along the west bank of the Brook

north west of the village

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes’ walk of
the community it serves.

Sited to the north of the village accessed by footpath within 5
minutes’ walk of the community it serves. Lies adjacent to
site E.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;

Qualifies in multiple respects.

e Historic

e Beauty — natural environment, alongside Letcombe
Brook a rare chalk stream

e Anopen and verdant green space which has formed
part of the village rural and agricultural form for
centuries

e Richness of wildlife — Rare and protected species
prevalent. Wildlife refuge.

e Home to rare species of both flora and fauna.

e Tranquillity; important part of the natural green
environment of the village

e Forms part of the Letcombe Brook green corridor.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
agricultural history of the village.

Not an extensive tract of land.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Site L: Parcel of land to the north east of the village extending out along the course of the footpath

to Drayton

Criteria

Features/characteristics that meet the qualification

Reasonable proximity to the community
(within 2 km) or if it is less than 2ha to be
located within 300m or 5 minutes’ walk of
the community it serves.

Sited to the north of the village, forming part of the village
edge, but within the network of established pathways that
run through and from the village, linking the community with
the surrounding rural landscape. Within 5 minutes’ walk of
the community it serves.

Demonstrably special to a local
community and holds particular local
significance, for example because of its
beauty, historic significance, recreational
value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

Qualifies in a number of respects:
e Historic
e Beauty — natural environment, open green space
extending out into and forming part of the lowland
vale landscape.
e Richness of wildlife — wildlife refuge
e Home to rare species of both flora and fauna.

Tranquillity; important part of the natural green environment
of the village

Whilst close to the community it is also an edge of village
location and extends out across the lowland vale as an
extensively arable area providing a green vista and green
edge to the village. Accessed by public footpath which runs
through this area, links to Drayton.

The area has been farmed historically and continues to be
farmed today, forms part of the green and open setting of
the village.

Local in character and is not an extensive
tract of land

Very local in character continuing to represent the rural and
agricultural history of the village.

Provides the image of the village as a rural village in a green
and open environment, especially on approach to East
Hanney from the north. Is characteristic of the Lowland vale
landscape.

Not an extensive tract of land, but larger than 2ha.

Not with an extant planning permission
within which the Local Green Space could
not be accommodated.

Confirmed, not with an extant planning permission.

Not allocated for development in the
relevant Neighbourhood Plan or the local
Plan.

Confirmed, not allocated for development in the relevant
Neighbourhood Plan or the local Plan.
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Relevant NPPF (July 2021) Policies

Paragraph 101 99. “The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and neighbourhood
plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of particular importance to them.
Designating land as Local Green Space should be consistent with the local planning of sustainable
development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local
Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is prepared or updated and be capable of
enduring beyond the end of the plan period.”

Note: The village has received very little improvement in infrastructure (social, leisure, or otherwise)
or additional/replacement green space, but has lost green amenities from which the village
previously had benefit, for example, the loss of the meadow ‘Dews Meadow’ which was both an
ancient ridge and furrow meadow but also a home and attraction to wildlife including waders. That
meadow is now lost to a new development of 46 homes. The area also played an important role for
the village as natural storage for flood waters, as other fields. The provision of Local Green Spaces
under this Neighbourhood plan helps protect against the loss of such green spaces and helps provide
for the future. Provision for such spaces as Local Green Spaces is being made now as part of this
Neighbourhood plan as required under the NPPF, being a point where a plan is being prepared, and
each of the Local Green Spaces provided for within this Plan being capable of enduring beyond the
term of the Plan period.

Paragraph 102. “The Local Green Space designation” should only be used where the green space is: a)
in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; b) demonstrably special to a local
community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and
c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.”

In order to provide further certainty, Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards
(ANGSt) have been used to define the likely size of a suitable Local Green Space and its distance
from the local community. A Local Green Space should normally be located within 2km (1.25 miles)
of the community it serves and a site of 2ha (5 acres) or less and should be located within 300m (325
yards) (or 5 minutes" walk) of the community it serves.

A site of over 20ha (50 acres) would be considered to be “an extensive tract of land” and therefore
not suitable for designation as a Local Green.

Once designated, the policy will resist all proposals for development, unless it can be clearly
demonstrated they are minor, or they are required utilities development.
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