This is our fourth joint Annual Parish Meeting.  As many of our community facilities, activities, clubs, and societies are shared by residents of East Hanney and West Hanney and many of the challenges we face are similar across both our communities, it makes sense to continue to hold a joint annual parish meeting.

At our last joint Annual Parish Meeting, I reported on the planning permission that was granted on appeal to construct and operate a solar farm on 150 acres of farmland to the east of Denchworth.  There is currently no sign of construction beginning.  A planning condition requires construction traffic to use an approved route via Cobweb Barn Industrial Estate at Lyford to access the site off the road to Denchworth.  Highways have made improvements the local road network to achieve this.

West Hanney Neighbourhood Plan is 5 years old in October, and plans are being made to review its effectiveness and make any changes necessary to keep it up to date.

Last year, West Hanney experienced fewer instances of surface water flooding than in recent years.  Church Street continues to flood at the entrance to Spring Close and measures to help alleviate this problem are being explored by officers from VWHDC and OCC.  WHPC is very grateful for the work of the Hanney Flood Group in helping to reduce the risk of surface water flooding and supported by the Future Flood Resilience Group to better understand and monitor flows in the Childrey Brook at Botney Bridge and Gallows Bridge.

West Hanney Parish Council purchased a replacement Speed Indication Device and when the storm damaged unit was repaired, loaned the spare device to East Hanney Parish Council to use.

Regarding storm damage, 3 specimen trees (sweet gum, bee-bee and handkerchief trees) have been planted to replace the 2 storm damaged trees and an ash tree affected by ash dieback disease at Headings Pond.

A striking stainless steel wheat sculpture has been commissioned and installed at Meadow Way, West Hanney, funded by Section 106 contribution from the developer Lagan Homes, facilitated by VWHDC.  If you have not seen it, it is well worth a visit.  There is a hidden creature which is a hallmark of the artist, Tony Davies – see if you can spot it.

The West Hanney Community Speedwatch Group led by Cllr Ahmed Farrag and helped by a team of volunteers from both West Hanney and East Hanney, continues to monitor the speed of motorists through our villages and in conjunction with Thames Valley Police, aims to educate drivers detected to be speeding, to reduce their speed.  As always more volunteers would be welcome to join the group, full training and support is provided.

Many horses and their riders use our roads.  WHPC is happy to support the initiative encouraging motorists to pass ‘slow and wide’ and is very grateful to our Highways Superuser, Cllr Dickon Green EHPC, for arranging for the installation of the approved road traffic signs.

Following complaints from residents of both West Hanney and East Hanney and reflected in a petition signed by over 300 residents concerned about the neglected appearance of our churchyard, the Chairmen of West Hanney and East Hanney Parish Councils met with the Vicar and Church Wardens in July 2025 to discuss these concerns.  Subsequently the Vicar confirmed that the Church Council (PCC) had met and agreed that the upkeep of the churchyard is important, to both preserve our history and provide a place of reflection for our local community, now and in the years to come.  The PCC is aware that the churchyard and its care mean a lot to our local community, and the PCC will continue to develop their management plan for the churchyard, based on the guidance published by the Church of England in ‘Caring for God’s Acre’.

Concerns were also raised that one half of the land purchased and gifted to the Vicar by West Hanney and East Hanney Parish Councils in 1997, had not yet been consecrated and brought into use as a burial ground.  The PCC agreed to request a survey and investigation of the churchyard extension field to be conducted to determine if the field is suitable for burials and/or the internment of ashes.  This is planned to follow completion of the church refurbishment project.

The submission for a Development Consent Order (DCO) for SESRO, now renamed ‘White Horse Reservoir’ is expected to be submitted to the Secretary of State towards the end of this year.  WHPC, as a Statutory Consultee to the Public Consultation, submitted a detailed response.  If the DCO is approved, this national infrastructure project will have a major impact on our communities for many years, and WHPC will endeavour to ensure that harmful effects are mitigated as far as possible, and the maximum benefits are derived from the project, as a legacy for future generations.

The Nigel Eady Community Woodland in West Hanney is enjoyed by many throughout the year, made possible by our team of woodland volunteers led by Paul Sayers.  I would like to make a special mention this year to Des Thomas, who for the past 14 years has volunteered to cut the rides on his vintage Fergusson tractor.  Sadly, Des is no longer well enough to continue to do this, but we are so very grateful for all his efforts keeping the woodland rides accessible to all.  Paul Smith, Paddock Care, is now contracted to do this work, with a first cut scheduled for 1st June.

Another thank you goes to Barbara Martin who has been our Parish Clerk for 8 years.
Barbara is retiring from this role in September, if you know of anyone who might be interested in finding out more about what this important part-time role entails, please contact the Chairman of WHPC.


West Hanney Allotment Gardens
We continue to have several vacant allotment plots – if you would like to take on an allotment please contact Barbara Martin, our Parish Clerk.  Water is included in the annual rent which is £11 for a full-sized plot and £5.50 for a half-sized plot.  Our allotmenteers are happy to provide free advice, support, and encouragement.


Hanney Parochial Charities
A big thank you to Jim Stagg who has stepped down as Chairman after 8years, I have assumed this role.  As the cost-of-living crisis potentially deepens later this year, please let me know in confidence if you would like to be considered for some limited financial assistance to help you through.  Likewise, if you are starting further education, HPC has grants available to help you with your studies, again please contact me for further details.


Hanney Tennis Club
The club is a thriving village tennis club with a hundred members. There is a coaching programme for children and adults, and anyone who is thinking of joining is invited to come along to several social tennis sessions.  The club installed LED floodlights to replace our metal halide floodlights last year, part funded by a Section 106 grant.  The new floodlights have significantly reduced our electricity usage and carbon footprint.
