HANNEYS JOINT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: 20th  MAY 2026
REPORT on the NIGEL EADY COMMUNITY WOODLAND AND CHURCH FARM MEADOW

BACKGROUND
As previously, a reminder that the Woodland was planted in the 1990s by Nigel Eady of Church Farm under the EU Set-Aside scheme to take land out of cereal production because of a perceived surplus.  It was gifted to WHPC by his estate in 2012. The adjoining Church Farm Meadow came to WHPC in 2017 as part of a ‘Section 106’ agreement with Sweetcroft, the developers of St James Way.
Both were skilfully negotiated for us by Chris Surman, then Chairman of WHPC.
The Woodland covers 27 acres (11 ha) with 1.6 miles (2.6 km) of rides. The Meadow covers 7 acres (3ha).

COMMUNITY WOODLAND
Although the autumn was rather drier than in the previous 2 years, we had a third very wet winter when much of the Woodland was inaccessible with large areas of standing water and substantial lengths of the rides churned up by footfall so badly that even the most intrepid dog walkers would not venture along.  As far as I know, there were no resident moorhens this year but there was one pair of mallards!  However, the northern third, closest to the village and this side of the bank, (an old field boundary running from the gate into Cow Lane across to the Forest School) as always was much drier.
As a consequence of the 3 wet winters just about all of the walnut trees in the avenue leading away from the Forest School have died.  We might consider replacing them with something more wet tolerant like alder.

Maintenance: We aim to hold regular monthly working parties throughout the autumn and winter, i.e. outside the bird nesting season: these mainly concentrate on cutting back scrub encroaching onto the rides and also suppressing the areas which have been kept clear for wild flowers.  We had to cancel one working party, in November, due to very heavy rain and since the turn of the year ground conditions have limited where we can work so we have had to concentrate our efforts in the drier northern section.

Despite our best efforts with volunteer working parties, some of the sides of the rides had started to encroach, particularly along the western side which is a designated public footpath and right of way.  Consequently, WHPC employed a contractor (Paul Smith of Paddock Care) to do some ‘hedge’ cutting along the sides and to mow off some of the rough grass and encroaching scrub seedlings.  I have to say that he did a really splendid job, achieving in a day more than we could hope to achieve with manual cutting by volunteers in a whole season of working parties.  Although there will still be a place for volunteer work, I hope that we can use him again to do similar work on a rotational basis, cutting, say, a third every autumn.
 
 During the spring and summer Des Thomas mowed the grassy parts of the rides for us as he has done since WHPC acquired the Woodland but, sadly, that will be the last time as, due to health reasons, he is no longer able to do it.  However, the Parish Council has arranged for Paddock Care to do it on a contract basis.  This may not be as often as Des did it but it should suffice.

Wildlife: Last spring and summer, despite the two previous wet winters, the orchids again did reasonably well, the cowslips continue to spread and already this year we are seeing a lot more ox-eye daisies.

I carried out the annual nest box check in January.  At least this time, unlike last year, my ladder was not stood in water!  There are some 40 nest boxes 30 of which I have built and installed over the last few years, the remainder had been erected by Dudley Iles.  Twenty-seven contained bird nests or nesting material with a further three containing mouse nests; one had a large number of snails.  Several boxes needed repairs or replacing either because they had reached the end of their natural life or because they had been damaged by squirrels.  Two had been so badly damaged that I have completely scrapped and replaced them.

To try to avoid further such damage WHPC purchased 10, ‘Woodstone’ boxes which are made of a mixture of wood fibre and concrete and are described as ‘predator resistant’.  Two of these have been put up on Headings Pond and the remainder in the Woodland.   Although they went up late in the nest building season blue tits have been seen using at least one of them

Deer are sometimes seen in the woodland, mainly muntjac but sometimes roe and there are rabbits in the drier part; occasionally I see hares or smell foxes and a couple of times I have seen badger footprints.

CHURCH FARM MEADOW.
Alan Cottrell kindly cut the meadow for us again.  This is essential maintenance as cutting and removing the hay maintains the open nature of the area and, because we do not use any fertilisers or pesticides, it slowly reduces the fertility.  This decreases the competition from grasses allowing the wild flowers to increase and it is noticeable year by year how successful this has been.
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